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NOTE

Sir 8§ Radhakrishnan Benares Hindu,University
VICE-CHANCELLOR

* 7th December, 1945,

I am happy to know that there will soon be an

“authoritative Sinhalese translation of the Bhagavadgita,

which is not only a Classic of Hindu religion but a

Classic of religion as such. It gives wus the most

systematic account of the truths of perennial wisdom

or Sanatana Dharma. Religion, strictly speaking, is

* a summons to spiritual adventure. It is a call to the

wmdividual to grow from his present obscure intellectual

consciousness (Avidya) to clear spiritual illumination

(Vidya). I have no doubt that this mew translation
by the well known scholar Bhikkhu B. Siri Sivali will

help to popularise the true spirit of religion in Ceylon.

S. Radhakrishnan

| ——




FOREWORD.

‘Rev. B. Siri Sivali of the Vidsalankara Pirivena, who is also
a visiting Liecturer in Hindi at the University of Ceylon, has rendered
yeoman’s service to Sinhalese Literature as well as Buddhism by
translating for the first time the Bhagavadgitd into Sinhalese
with notes and a valuable introduction. As a graduate of Kashi
Vidyapitha and a trained Pali and Sinbalese scholar equipped
with the knowlédge of Sanskrit, Hindi and English, he was quite

" competent for a difficult and responsible undertaking of this kind.

In the introduction, he has carefully set out the atman doctrine of
the G1ta and the anatman doctrine of Buddhism without unduly
exaggerating the significance of either.

The atman and the anatman are the two main standpoints of
the religious thought of India and the world. Without, therefore
understanding the difference and distinction between the two it.is
not possible to appreciate either Buddhism or the rest of religions.

Rev. Sivali’s representation of the Bhagavadgzta in a lucid
style is likely to enrich the Sinhalese language. It will at the
same time enable, I think, the Buddhists of Ceylon to whom the
Sanskrit work is not accessible, to make a comparaiive study of
Buddhism and Hinduism. I am glad to observe that the autbor’s
approach to the subject is characterised by the right spirit of a
student of comparative religion. '

When extremism was the order of the day, both in the way
of thought and the way of life, the Buddha showed the Middle Way

_ to be the path of wisdom, and he regretted the bad habit of cerrain

- —

Sramanas and Brahmanas of the time in- edifying and glorifying
their own doctrine and condemning the doctrine of others: eke sam-
ana - brahmand sakam yeva vadam dipenti jotents, paravadam
pana khumsanti (A.I, P. 88).

- With the same end in view, Dhammasoka desired (R.E. XII) that
aiming only at the growth of all in matters essential (saravadhi),
menjof all sects should hear and be eager to hear each other’s and
one another’s doctrine so that they might be all well-informed

‘(bahussutd) and possessed of good traditions (kalanagama). It is

with ‘this single aim kept clearly in view that Rev. Sivali has
gought to present his translation of the DBlagavadgit@ to the

Sinhalese reader.
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This Gita ranks foremost among all the G7tas by which the
Mahabharata has replaced the Upanisads. The Anugita forms a

sequel to the Bhagavad, while the Sanatsutjtiya Gita offers but
an elaborate explanation of the principle of action as set forth
prominently in the very first verse of the Appamade Vagga:
Appamado amatapadam, pamado maccuno padam; Appamatia na
miyanti, Ye pamatta yatha mata.

This cardinal principle of action is emphasized thyoughoat the
Mahabhorata as also in the Gét@. It is certainly the pre-Paninian
Mahabharata ascribed to Vaisampayana which finds mention in the
Nikayas as Itihasa the fifth Veda (Itih@sa-pancamam). The
extant Mah@bldrata is not unreasonably regarded as a Gupta
epic propounding a war philosophy with the laudable aim of
founding a Dharmaradjya or Kingdom of Righteousness, both
within and without. In the Bhugavadgita was laid the populat
philosophic foundation of the desired Kingdom of righteousness
growing from within.

- Whether or no the Bhagavadgita in its present form .was
contained in the pre-Paninian Mahablharata is a vexed question
‘of literary history. The text, as we now have it, was worked out
in three successive stages, the first stage not extending beyond
Chapter IX. Here, as also in the later chapters, the three main
topics discussed are Samkhya Yoga, Karma Yoga and Bhakti Yoga,
the emphasis being ultimately shifted on to the third. The term
Samkhya signifies the philosopby of the Soul or the knowledge of
the true self within us and within the universe, a.nd the term Yoga
stands for a physio-psychical method of mental concentration and
self realisation. The teachings in the first nine chapters are mainly
based upon the Katha Upanisad with the added emphasis laid on
- the Satvata or Bhagavatic cult of Purusottama. So far as ultimate
feeling of unity (Ekatmata) in the midst of apparent diversity
(Na@natmaia) is conceraed, there is a complete agreement between
the Gita and Buddhism. But the Gita equally lays stress on
the importance of self-help and self-culture, which, too is a notable
point of agreement between the two.

Uddhared Gtmandtmanam, Natmanam avasadayet; atmawa
hyatmano bandhn, atmGiva ripuratmanah.

This and similar sayings ‘cannot but remind us of several dicta
in the Buddhavacana. The psycho-ethical concepts stressed in the
- Git@, particularly in chapter XVI, are common to all Indian
- systems of religious thought, the presentation of them having a-
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greater sentimental appeal through the G7t@. But the verbal
agreement here and there between certain typical sayings is not to
be mistaken for the identity of Hindnism and Buddhism, although,
broadly speaking, the Indo-Aryan spirit of setting higher values
on the ethical and spiritual side of man’s nature runs through both.
The Mahabharata, for instance, presents in the Vanaparva, 2.77-80,
a path of purity in the name of the Eightfold Path: 4stangenaiva
Margena Vzisuddlzﬁtm?i Samacaret. This was presumably in the
immediate background of Buddhism when the earlier Noble Tenfold
Path was reduced to the Eightfold one. ¢

From the first or second century A. D. onwards the religion
of the Gita began to carry the world before it. It was not with-
out its influence on the course of later Buddhism. Although
Asvaghosa, the greatest known Buddhist poet, wrote his two
Kavyas and one drama to establish the superiority of the Buddha
as a personality and that of Buddhism as an ideal, the manner of
his exposition of Buddhism betrays his indebtedness to the
Bhagavadgita. ’

With regard to the Gitd itself, one may pertinently observe
that its trend of thought, viewed as a whole, went to upset the
idea of the inherent greatness of man which was developing
through the older Uparisads and early Indian thought and reached
its highest development in Buddhism. The position made out for
Arjuna, a typical worldly hero and man of strong common sense,
is one of utter helplessness unless and until it is completely surren-
dered to the divine will working in and through the Absolute as a
personal God.

. I sincerely hope and trust that the intellectual reader of Rev.
Sivali’s translation will have an open mind to see what is what.
‘With this word of caution I do commend the work to the reading
public of the island of Sri Lanka which, I believe, will not fail
to be of interest and profit.

B. M. BARUA,
(Professor of Pali)

. Calcutta University,
The 16th December, 45.
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